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VoLUME V 


Midwest Inter-Li- 
brary Center Now 
Operating 

The first load of books for 
housing in the Midwest Inter-Li- 
brary Center arrived at the Cen- 
ter’s new building in Chicago on 
June 19, when the Center’s truck 
pulled up to the loading dock with 
seven tons of Nuremberg war- 
crime trials documents being de- 
posited in the Center by North- 
western University, one of the 
Center’s charter members. 

The Nuremberg documents, and 
other material being deposited in 
the Center by its fifteen participat- 
ing university libraries, will be 
made available for cooperative use 
by the clientele of member insti- 
tutions. It is anticipated that 1000 
tons of books, periodicals, news- 
papers, and other research materials 
will be transferred from member 
institutions to the Center in Chi- 
cago during the initial year of 
operation, according to Ralph T. 
Esterquest, its director. Use of the 
material by the member institutions 
will be for research purposes, and 
the material will either be mailed 
to the campus where the research 
is being done or will be used at the 
Center. 

The staff of the Midwest Inter- 
Library occupied its new building 
shortly after July 1. Modern and 
functional in design, the MILC 
building was made possible by Car- 
negie Corporation and Rockefeller 
Foundation totalling 
$1,000,000. 

Oyganized by ten Middlewest- 
ern universities in 1949, the Mid- 
west Inter-Library Center is now 
“supported and operated by fifteen 


grants 


member institutions. 


AUGUST, 1951 


Tentative ILA, 


Although the completed pro- 
gram will be carried in the Octo- 
ber issue of FOCUS, a tenative 
schedule of events for the Novem- 
ber state meeting of ILTA and 
ILA has been set up to allow ad- 
vance planning for trustees and 
librarians. 

Thursday, November 8 

A.M. 
9:30 Registration 

Exhibits open 

Business meetings 

Junior Members luncheon 


10:30 
12:00 
P.M. 
2:00 General Session 

(Speaker to be announced ) 
+:00 Inspect exhibits 
7:00 General session - 
Trustee Citation 
Recognition of exhibitors 
Speaker, William E. Wil- 


son, Hoosier author 
November 9 


Banquet 


Friday, 

A.M. 
8 :00 
9:30 

10:30 


Breakfasts 

Business meetings 

College and University 
Round Table 

(Speaker to be announced ) 

ILTA luncheon 

Speaker — Mrs. Charles 
Rowland, Streator, IIli- 
nois 


12:00 


100% 


ILTA Program 


Special Libraries Lunch- 
eon 
(Speaker to be announced ) 
P.M. 
2:30 Small Libraries Round 
Table 
Speaker—Robert E. John- 
son 
Large 
Table 
(Speaker to be announced ) 
Inspect exhibits 
General Session—Banquet 
Speaker—Virginia Kirkus 
9:00 Adjourn 

As has been reported previously, 
William E. Wilson will be the 
speaker for the Thursday evening 
session. For the meeting on Friday 
evening it has been established defi- 
nitely that Virginia Kirkus will be 
the speaker. She is being asked to 
direct her talk primarily to school 
and children’s librarians and to 
librarians of smaller libraries. Miss 
Kirkus is widely known for her 
book reviewing service. 

Mrs. Charles Rowland of 
Streator, Illinois, has been secured 
as speaker for the Trustees’ lunch- 
eon scheduled for noon on Friday. 
Speakers for the Special Libraries 
and the Junior Members lunch- 
eons will be announced at a later 


date. 


Round 


Libraries 


r:00 
6:30 


MEMBERSHIPS 


With the addition of four more libraries a total of 22 
libaries have reported 100% membership in I.L.A. If you have 
achieved the goal and your library has not been listed, please 
notify George A. Curtis of the East Chicago library or your 


FOCUS editor. 


The four new 100%ers are: 


Cambridge City Public Library 

Beech Grove High School 

Spiceland Public Library 

Martinsville Junior-Senior High School Library 


NuMBER + 


‘Sander Resigns 


ILA Presidency 


Marcelle K. Foote of the Con- 
nersville Public Library will com- 
plete the unexpired term of Harold 
J. Sander, president of the Indiana 
Library Association, who is leav- 
ing Indiana to become librarian at 
Roanoke, Virginia. 

Hal’s resignation from office 
will be effective September 1, 1951. 
He heads for Roanoke shortly 


| thereafter. 


Over a period of years Hal has 
become known to Indiana librari- 
ans, not only as president of the 
state association, but also as the 
first editor of FOCUS and as a 
member of the staff of the State 
Library. 

During the term 1950-1951 Hal 
was president of the Indiana Chap- 
ter of the Special Libraries Associ- 
ation. 


Trustee Citation 
Recommendations 
Due 


The Committee on Trustee 
Citation of the Indiana Library 
Association is now ready to receive 
nominations of trustees for this 
honor. 

Plans for this citation will be 
found in the Library Occurrent for 
October - December, 1943, page 
215. 

Blanks for. recommendations 
may be procured from the chair- 
man of this committee. 

Recommendations may be sent 
to any member of the committee 
on, or before September 17, 1951. 


Members of the committee are 
Miss Amy Hammersmith, Salem, 
Mrs. Lucile Shepperd, Lebanon, 
and Miss Ruth A. Bean, Evans- 


ville, chairman. 
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FOCUS FASHIONS 


Whatever happened to the new 
look ?- Surely it hasn’t been too 
many months back that clothing, 
household decor, hair styles, adver- 
tising and cartoons were concerned 
with the term. Having settled back 
to quiet acceptance of the now old 
new look, you are now going to be 
asked to accept one more change. 
The FOCUS hemline is being 
shortened slightly to allow for ad- 
dressing and mailing without an 
envelope. In sharp contrast to the 
latest modes in feminine swim suits, 
less material will not cost more. 


In addition to the saving in the 
FOCUS budget think of the num- 
ber of man hours in envelope open- 
ing which will be saved over all 
the state. 


In response to my report today 
to the editor of the local weekly 
that Shakespeare had been missing 
since this last weekend came the 
question, “Marble or Paper?” 


“Neither marble or paper,” I re- 
plied. “Shakespeare is our library 
cat.” 


Shakespeare, a black and white 
stray, has been extremely popular 
both in the children’s room and the 
adult department here. Since a 
visit to the city pound brought no 
results, we suspect that our friendly 
waif has proved too popular. 

A gift copy of Altrocchi’s Wolves 
Against the Moon, Macmillan, 
1950, looked doubly good when we 
were recently asked $9.50 for a 
copy. The book continues to be 
heavily read. Eleven circulations 
in six months time on a one-month 
loan. 

Your editor 

“A book is a mirror—if an ape 
looks into it, no apostle will be 
revealed.” —Lichtenberg, quoted in 
Staats-Seitung und Herold. 





Hoosier Librarians 
Recognized at A.L.A. 


National recognition came to 
several Indiana librarians and trus- 
tees at the annual convention of 
the American Library Association 
held in Chicago, July 9-14. 

Harold Brigham, director of the 
State Library, was installed as 
president of the newly organized 


Public Libraries Division — of 
A.L.A. The former Public Li- 
braries Division, the Extension 


Division and the Trustees Divi- 
sion, were merged to form the new 
division. Mrs. Marie Burris, trus- 
tee from Washington, Indiana, has 
been elected to serve as treasurer. 

Frances Stalker, head of the 
reference department of the Indi- 
anapolis Public Library, was elect- 
ed chairman of the Reference Li- 
brarians Section. 

The director of the Purdue uni- 
versity libraries, John H. Mori- 
arty, was elected chairman of the 





It was intended some time 
back to call your attention to 
the Americanism booklet, 
“What Made America?” The 
booklet, published by the Indi- 
anapolis P.L. is a model of its 
kind. I.P.L. has received re- 
quests for copies from all over 
the nation and also from over- 
seas. 

Eleanor Morris of the Cam- 
bridge City Public Library re- 
ports that 135 children took part 
in the Pinocchio Vacation Read- 
ing Club sponsored by the libr- 
ary this year. Pinocchio Book- 
lets, giving author, title, copy- 
right date and a brief synopsis 
of the books read, were made 
by each member. 1165 books 
| wese read by the 101 children 
| who finished. 

The New Albany Tribune for 
May 31, 1951 featured Elsa 
Strassweg, librarian of the New 
Albany Public Library as “Wo- 
man of the Week.”. Audrey 
Haworth of Noblesville received 
similar recognition by the 
Noblesville Times in its weekly 
sketch, “Noblesville Business 
Men-tions” on July 6. 

A golden anniversary was 
celebrated by the Peabody 
Free Library, Columbia City, on 
July 18. 

Among recent position chan- 
ges in the state are the follow- 
ing: 

Alta Parks, librarian of Michi- 
gan’s Ingham County will be 
the new extension librarian at 
Gary. 

‘Mary M. Tone, formerly film 
librarian at Ball State Teachers’ 
College will become Gary's 


Pure and Applied Science Division. | children’s department head. 


Alice Rude, a June graduate 


Hear ye! Hear ye! It is stil] | from the I.U. library science de- 


not too late to send recruiting 
material to Mrs. Burton at the 
U. S. Naval Ordnance Plant, 
Indianapolis, Indiana, for the 
recruiting contest scrap book. 
Get it in soon. 


THANK YOU 


FOR YOUR SUGGESTIONS! 


partment, is the newly appoint- 
ed reference librarian at the 
Logansport Public Library. 
Carol Carver of Hammond, a 
1951 graduate of I.U., has been 
| appointed to the staff of the 


CERTIFIED 


Since the Reorganization in 1925 we have invited 
librarians to offer suggestions for the betterment of 


OUR SERVICE 


Your response and our desire to give the best 
always HAS MADE THIS BINDERY A LEADER IN 


INDIANA During 1949... 
WE PLEDGE TO CONTINUE THAT 


NATIONAL LIBRARY BINDERY 
546 South Meridian Street 


SAME POLICY 


COMPANY OF INDIANA, INC. 
Indianapolis 4, Indiana 





Here & There Indiana Librarian 





Wins Cowles’ Award 


An Indiana librarian, Mrs. 
Rezia Gaunt, of the Gary Public 
Library staff, was awarded one of 
the top prizes in the essay contest 
conducted during this 75th anni- 
versary year of A.L.A, 

Her paper on the assigned sub- 
ject, “What Are the Problems that 
Worry American Citizens to the 
Extent that They Come to the 
Libsaries for Help,” brought a 
reward of $100 cash to Mrs. Gaunt 
during the convention in Chicago. 

The two one hundred dollar 
prizes were made possible by a 
contribution from Gardner Cowles, 
publisher of Look magazine. 

In gathering material for her 
essay Mrs. Gaunt examined card 
catalogs at Gary’s Central and 
branch libraries. The “most 
thumbed” subjects proved to be 
psychology, psychoanalysis and psy- 
chiatry with works on religion, sex 
problems and race relations follow- 
ing. 

Since 1947 Mrs. Gaunt has 
headed the library’s acquisitions 
department. She joined the system 
as a part-time worker in 1937 and 
has been a fulltime worker since 


1943. 





Morrisson - Reeves Library at 
Richmond. 

The resignation of Sadie F. 
Edwards, assistant librarian at 
the East Side Branch Library, 
Evansville, was announced in 
July. 

Three new people coming to 
the South Bend staff are Jean 
Rinda, who will be in charge 
of the Child Study Room, Elsie 
McCulloch Orr, circulation and 
Lenore Knoebber, who will work 
in the Children’s Room. 

On July 2 Mrs. Lucille Wright 
assumed her duties as the first 
librarian of the Beech Grove 
Public Library. The library will 
be officially opened in tempo- 
rary quarters on September 1. 


Compton’s 


Pictured Encyclopedia 
* 
Your Indiana 
School and Library 


Representative 
is 


MRS. BESS VANDIVIER 
Box 36 
Franklin, Indiana 
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New Library Agency 
Planned for DPA 


Via Stillman K. Taylor, Fed- 
eral Relations Coordinator for 
I.L.R. comes a copy of A.L.A.’s 
Washington Newsletter which 
quoted in part: “Since the out- 
break of the Korean crisis existing 
agencies have been used as claim- 
ants for their fields of interest 
since they would logically know 
and understand the needs of those 
particular fields. This has been on 
the whole successful and has elim- 
inated the creation of many new 
agencies. Under this arrangement 
the office of Education has been 
the claimant agency for schools 
and libraries, and has functioned 
effectively. 

An amendment to the Defense 
Production Act was offered by 
Davis (R., Wis.) on July 10, 
1951 and accepted by the House. 
The amendment aims to create a 
new claimant agency for state and 
local governments and their sub- 
divisions following the pattern of 
the Government Requirements 
Bureau of World War II.” 

A.L.A.’s Washington office is 
opposed to such an amendment 
since, if it prevailed, private schools 
and libraries would continue to| 
use the Office of Education as a 
claimant while public libraries and 
schoo!s would work through o new 
agency, putting education in com- 
petition with itself. 

Quoting the Newsletter further: 
“While we have been given nom- 
inal assurance that this new claim- 
ant agency would be in certain re- 
spects a clearing house which 
would refer educational matters to 
the Office of Education, we have 
no guarantees. Furthermore it 
would merely create an additional 
operation in the whole process of 
getting needed materials. It seems 
ill-advised to have a new agency 
merely to refer requests to another 
agency.” 


is 


The Senate version of the act 
does not carry this type of an 
amendment. In case the House 
amendment is not thrown out it 
is hoped that there will be an 
amendment to the Davis amend- 
ment or the inclusion of a state- 
ment in the Conference Commit- 
tce’s Report of this nature: ‘‘Noth- 
ing in this Act shall be deemed to 
prohibit or alter the action of the 
Defense Production Administra- 
tion in designating as claimant to 
present the requirements to the 
Defense Production Administra- 
tion DPA order of May 24, 1951 
(paragraph 5) or to carry out 
such delegation of authority as may 
have been made to the Office of 
Education, or as may be made in 
the future.” 


(Cont. on p. 4, col. 2) 


_ "PARAGON BINDINGS” 


fill your complete needs. 
Every cent of your library 
dollar is used and when it 
is spent for these bindings, 
at the lowest prices in the 
field, you have the best 
buy on the market. 





DON R. PHILLIPS 


P.O. Box 57 
VANDALIA, MICHIGAN 
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1g == for every library 


e CATALOG CARDS 
e BOOK CARDS 
e BOOK POCKETS 


We have them in a variety of styles for your selection. 
Immediate shipment is guaranteed. See the NEW No. 51 
Catalog! 


GAYLORD BROS., Inc. 


Library Supplies 
SYRACUSE, NEW YORK 


SERVICE 








This semi-circular shelving-desk in The 
University of San Francisco Library was 
built by Library Bureau* to fill a special 
need and to harmonize with the plans for 
this library interior. The shelves hold The 


You decide what you want... 
LB HELPS YOU DESIGN IT 


Library Bureau is always glad to work 
directly with your architects to help you 
plan your library—to contribute the fruit 
of our 75 years experience in building 
quality products for America’s libraries. 

LB equipment is built to be both useful 
and beautiful ten, twenty, even fifty 
years hence. Your replacement cost 
becomes virtually nil. 
expand, LB can always supply you with 
furniture that harmonizes perfectly with 


what you already have. 





Library Bureau — Originator of Specialized Library Equipment 




















































Library of Congress Catalog in book 
form; are arranged for maximum ease of 
reference. 

*Originally designed by G. Vinton Duffield, 
Princeton University. 


For complete details on LB quality fur- 
niture ask for Catalog LB403. Call your 
nearest Remington Rand office, or write 
to Library Bureau, 1535 N. Meridian St., 
Indianapolis 2, Ind. 


oR 





Study Carrell, of LB’s 
famous natural birch, built 
for the same library. 


And when you 


NOTICE 


Officers to be elected at the 
forthcoming state meeting will be 
president-elect, secretary, treasur- 
er, and director-at-large. Selecting 
the right people for the right job is 
a task which falls to the I.L.A. 


Nominating Committee. 


If you have any ideas on the sub- 
ject, send them on to Wilma Reeve, 
chairman of the committee. Ad- 
dress your communiqué to Wilma 
E. Reeve, Indianapolis Public Li- 
brary, Meridian at St. Clair, Indi- 
anapolis +, Indiana. 
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(Cont. from p. 3) 


Defense Production Act, are the| more of the Ball State Library has 


“Paragraph 5 of DPA order 1}two men to whom any letters|been named chairman of the Col- 


reads: ‘The Administrator of the|Should be directed. 


Federal Security Agency (i.e. Of- 
fice of Education) with respect to 
(a) all school and library construc- 
oases... 

Brent Spence (D. Ky.) Chair- 
man of the House Banking and 
Currency Committee and Burnet 
R. Maybank (D. S.C.), Chairman 
of the Senate Banking and Cur- 
rency Committee, who will be 
members of the Conference Com- 
mittee to adjust the differences in 
the two versions of the amended 


FOLLETT LIBRARY BOUND 
CHILDREN’S BOOKS 


OUR BOOKS HAVE MET THE TEST! 


®@ Strong bindings: long wearing 
® Attractive picture covers 


@ Excellent story content 


@ The most complete selection of 
lower grade children’s books 
ever offered 


@ Priced right for quantity buying 


Bernard Gildnetz, our Indiana representative, will be 


calling on you soon. 


WILCOX & FOLLETT CO. 


1255 S. Wabash Avenue 


Chicago 5, Illinois 


yA 


In connection with the fall con- 
ference Mrs. Rosamond B. Wet-| for this meeting. 


lege and University Round Table. 


No speaker has been named as yet 


We sincerely appreciate your many 
favors which have contributed immeasur- 
ably toward the success of our new Bindery. 


Your cards and letters, together with 
your orders, make us humbly aware of 
our obligation to serve you well. 


Please accept this note of thanks from 
each member of our organization. 


MODERN BINDING CORPORATION 
“Bound to Excel” 


Portland, Indiana 


We are proud to announce 
that our permanent representa- CERTIFIED 
tive in Indiana will be Mr. Troy | /IBRARY BINDERY 
Lindemuth who is already ac-  Pibew 
quainted with many library wat 
people in the state. He has in 
past years represented our 
bindery in Virginia and Wash- 
ington, D. C., with outstanding 
results from his efforts in that 
area. 

We sincerely appreciate the manner in which 
our home state customers have supported us 
during our reorganization process and feel that 
the best way to express our gratitude is by extend- 
ing the best in quality and service. With this pol- 
icy reinstalled after our brief time of confusion, 
Mr. Lindemuth will take up his new program in 
September. Since it will take some time for him 
to get to every library, please drop us a card for 
him to call if your binding order is ready. 

We know you will instinctively like Troy be- 
cause of his ernest and sincere desire to make 
friends and serve them well. 


NORTH MANCHESTER, 
INDIANA 


“BOUND TO PLEASE” 








